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A malfunctioning DVD
player had Judge Pal
Rainey in a stew Monday
morning in West Memphis

Municipal Court.
“This is 2011,

not 1955,”

said Rainey, who wasn’t at
all happy with the audio-
video setup attached to the
wall behind the bench.
As City Attorney David
Peeples went to get a laptop
to play back the DVD of a
traffic stop, the judge said,
“I guess I could dial it up
on my phone and watch it
on YouTube. This might as
well be a keyhole and we
could peek through that.”
Comparing the sound sys-

tem to “a tin cup with wax
string speakers,” Rainey
said the present TV, a boxy
model from a couple of
tech generations ago,
“would make a good trot
line sinker. I want a flat-
screen TV, not some setup
from the 1950s.”
Squeaking from a wheel-
chair in the courtroom drew
another complaint from

DVD player was an omen for defendants

See MUNICIPAL COURT on Page 3
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Now fully restored, the World War I and II Veterans’
Memorial on West Broadway displays the names of
local soldiers who gave their lives in service to their
country as well as the officers for the local VFW and
American Legion chapters.

By Ralph Hardin
ralphhardin@gmail.com

When Master Gardener
Deborah Williams and the rest
of the Crittenden County
Master Gardeners began the
arduous task of cleaning lay-
ers’ and years’worth of grime
from the stone monument that
highlights the World War I
and II Veterans’ Memorial in
front the West Memphis
Municipal Court Building on
West Broadway, she had no
idea she would be making a
connection with someone
close to her heart.
“Everyone was told to just
‘pick a spot and start scrub-
bing,’” Williams said. The
memorial received a complete
restoration, including new
sidewalks and landscaping, in

Veterans’

monument

reveals

secret

See MONUMENT on Page 3

D’James Rogers II has
announced he will seek the
office of State
Representative for District
54.
Rogers, a local business-
man, is a life-long resident
of West Memphis. He is a
graduate of West Memphis
High School. He holds a
Bachelor’s Degree of
Science in Business
Administration from the

University of Arkansas at
Pine Bluff, where he became
a member of Kappa Alpha
Psi fraternity and Sigma
Beta Delta Business Honor
Society.
He is married to Ava
Hollins-Rogers, the father of
four children and is the son
of Deborah Allen-Rogers.
He and his family are mem-
bers of Harvest of Faith

Rogers announces independent
run for House District 54

D’James Rogers IISee ROGERS on Page 3

By Times News Staff
news@theeveningtimes.com

West Memphis sits
squarely on several major
traffic arteries. It’s not
uncommon to see some-
thing unusual rolling down
the road.
No doubt, motorists did a
double take Tuesday or at
least thought a pilot
missed the runway at West
Memphis Municipal
Airport when they saw a
twin-engine Beechcraft
airplane turning right on
Broadway.
Funny thing is, the pilot,
Mel Bearden, and his “co-
pilot” Phillip Para, was
right where they were sup-
posed to be. Even when
they “banked” left onto the
driveway of Mid-South
Community College’s
north campus, they were
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Students and staff helped guide “pilot” Mel Bearden get an airplane between trees that line the drives at MSCC. Bearden taxied the plane
from the West Memphis Airport to the Workforce Technology Center. The aircraft will be used in the college’s Aviation Maintenance
Technology program

Airplane

‘lands’ at

MSCC

See AIRPLANE on Page 3

By Ralph Hardin

ralphhardin@gmail.com

During committee reports

at last Thursday’s City

Council meeting,

Councilwoman Ramona

Taylor, reporting on behalf

of the West Memphis

Advertising and

Promotions Committee,

said the West Memphis

Civic Auditorium had sus-

tained serious damage dur-

ing the series of storms last

month.

“Damage to the roof, the

heating, ventilation and air

conditioning, and the audi-

torium’s interior was exten-

sive,” said Taylor, and costs

were likely to run “in

excess of half a million dol-

lars.”

Taylor said the damage

caused the cancellation of

two dance competitions.

The events bring a huge

part of the auditorium’s rev-

enue and generate revenue

for local restaurants, hotels

and other businesses.

Councilman Tracy Catt

gave the numbers for the

Budget Committee’s latest

report, showing a slight

increase over May 2010 fig-

ures, the first time in 2011

the city’s monthly revenues

were higher than those from

the same month last year.

“Not by a lot,” said Mayor

Bill Johnson. “About

enough to buy lunch for

everyone in here, but that’s

all right.” 

Catt also reported that the

city still was projecting a

budget shortfall of around

$156,000 and the Budget

Committee would continue

to monitor the situation to

see if budget cuts would be

necessary going into the

second half of 2011.

Police Commission chair-

man City Councilman Taz

Tyrone reported the Police

Commission’s difficulties

in filling its current vacan-

cies.

“Assistant Chief Donald

Oakes said they conducted

a round of testing and inter-

views with a dozen or so

applicants and found zero

prospects,” Tyrone said. 

He also said the Police

Department’s new patrol

cars were still “on order.”

The cars, badly needed by

the WMPD, are expected to

be ready “in about a

month.”

Councilman Herman

Coleman, reporting for the

Insurance Commission,

said they were close to

making a decision on the

city’s new Employee

Health Insurance contract.

“We have a number of

plans we are looking at,”

said Coleman.

The Council also heard

first readings on a pair of

ordinances related to eco-

nomic expansion. One, a

ordinance to rezone a tract

on Kuhn Road to allow an

expansion of an irrigation

and piping company, was

accompanied by the

approval of a resolution to

modify the city’s

Comprehensive Plan,

paving the way for the

council to grant the rezon-

ing.

The other ordinance was to

allow a Special Use Permit

Council hears damage to auditorium tops $500k 

See DAMAGE on Page 3
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still “flying” true.
MSCC has added its first
air-worthy teaching tool
for the Aviation
Maintenance Technology
program, thanks to
Bearden.
Bearden sold a 1968
Beechcraft Baron twin-
engine aircraft to the
College at a dramatically
below-market price to
assist efforts to train stu-
dents for high-demand,
high-salary jobs in the
region.
“We greatly appreciate
the generosity and philan-
thropy of Mel Bearden in
what amounts to a signifi-
cant contribution to the
College and our Aviation
Maintenance Technology
program,” said Dr. Glen
Fenter, MSCC President.
“While we did purchase
the aircraft from Mel, we
did so at a fraction of its
appraised value, and
there’s no way we could
have secured a comparable
plane at anywhere near
that minimal a cost.”
“This plane will be a
great training resource for
our students and our pro-
gram and will help us pro-
vide the kind of instruction
that will make our gradu-
ates among the best pre-
pared in the profession.”
MSCC took possession of
the aircraft after a careful-
ly-planned and flawlessly-
executed trip from the
West Memphis Airport.
Bearden, Bill Starnes, and
West Memphis Airport
personnel removed a sec-
tion of perimeter fence to
allow the plane off the air-
port property.
Bearden then taxied the
craft to the college’s
Workforce Technology
Center. Mid-South’s avia-
tion team/class assisted
with the move and handled
the tie-down duties when
the move had been com-
pleted.
MSCC will use the plane
for retractable landing
gear training/operation
and rigging; propeller syn-
chronization system train-

ing; Janitrol combustion
heater operation, trou-
bleshooting, and repair;
Teledyne Continental
engine fuel injection oper-
ation and troubleshooting;
alcohol anti-ice system
operation and trou-
bleshooting; Trimble navi-
gation/GPS system opera-
tion, radio communica-
tions training, run and taxi
training, assembly and rig-
ging instruction, 100
hour/annual inspection
procedures, and aircraft
towing and ground control
instruction.
After the planned instal-
lation of glass cockpit
instrumentation, the air-
craft will also be used for
training on Next
Generation indicating
systems.
The Beechcraft Baron
was one of the most popu-
lar, owner-flown twin-
engine aircraft of its day.
MSCC received formal
approval from the Federal
Aviation Administration
for its Aviation
Maintenance Technician
School earlier this year.
MSCC accomplished the
certification feat in about
four months, which is
much quicker than most
FAA certifications. FedEx
has partnered with MSCC
in creating the program.
The Aviation
Maintenance Technology
program at MSCC pro-
vides students with an
introduction to the occu-
pational area of
Aerospace Maintenance
as currently understood
and practiced by FAA
Aviation Maintenance
Technician Certificate
holders.
MSCC met a wide array
of FAA requirements to
earn the certification nec-
essary to start the pro-
gram.
With help from all of its
partners, including FedEx
Express, MSCC has
developed an integrated
training program for air-
frame and powerplant
technicians. Aviation

maintenance classes will
be taught by three highly-
qualified and experienced
instructors with more than
100 years studying, fly-
ing, servicing, repairing
and teaching about air-
craft.
Key partners in the pro-
gram include FedEx
Express, Arkansas
Northeastern College, the
Arkansas Delta Training
and Education
Consortium (ADTEC),
the Workforce Investment
Board of Eastern
Arkansas and Aviation
Repair Technologies.
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West Memphis

Readings
at 7.a.m

Tempertature....................................................78 F

Barometric Pressure......................................30.40

Winds...............................................S at 5-10 mph

Humidity.........................................................70%

Sunset Today............................................7:43 p.m.

Sunrise......................................................6:12 a.m.
Precipitation last 24 hours..............................None

Temperature Extremes
Record high.............................................87 in2002

Record low..............................................39 in1992

Yesterday’s High ................................................79

Overnight Low ...................................................66

Expected High Today..........................................78

Expected Low Tonight........................................65

Forecast
Mostly cloudy showers and thunderstorms today.

High 79-66. Partly to mostly cloudy with a chance

showers and thunderstorm  tonight. Winds south 5-

10 mph. The relative humidity will average 70%.

Low 66. 

River Stages
Flood feet,high stage, 24-hr.chg.

Arkansas and tributaries

Little Rock                23             8.3           -1.2

Pine Bluff                 44             32.3          -1.5

Mississippi

Memphis                  34               22.8         -0.5

Helena                     44               31.6          -0.3 

Ark. City                  37              30.0            0

St. Francis

St. Francis                 18               17.2         0.4

Madison                    32              12.4         -0.6

Cache River

Patterson                    8                 9.2         -0.2

White River and Tributaries

Des Arc                    24               18.6         -0.2

De Valls Bluff           24               19.3         -0.1

Clarendon                 26               25.3         -0.2

St. Charles                25               24.3         -0.1

WEATHER

Djuana Cartillar, D.D.S.
Pediatric Dentistry Specialist

126 W. Bond  •  West Memphis, AR 72301
870-735-2298  •  Hours: 8-5:00  Thursday Only

No Cavity club for PDEA of

MaY 2011

Pediatric dentistry of

eastern arkansas

Tripp Brazeale-2

Alexis Rains-1

Abigail Rains-9

Sean Paul Rains-7

Allyson Cooper-3

Ahnajah Johnson-4

Ben Latham-12

Michael Latham-11

Coty Hamblin-11

Richard Hamblin-11  

Caleb Chisnall-8

Caleb Dawson-10

Seth White-6

Sidney White-3

Kyra Watson-11

Lucas Thompson Jr-7

Javarious Flenoy-7

Ja'Montay Flenoy-4

Martavious Jimmerson-1

Ky'vianna Dale-Tripp-2  

Molly Gaskin-8

Elijah Gaskin-3

Terrell Summerville-6

Tyriael Summerville-8

Mary-Kate Jones-10

Chandler McFadden-

Davis-2

Bailey Pitts-11

Jaimison Peckham-9

Gabrielle Larry-2

Jerry Smith-11     

Jamarria Smith-11

Marri Anna Sims-3

Caroline Hart-4

Christasa Johnson-8

Tamya Johnson-4

Brittany Yeargan-11

Kevin Mosley Jr-7

Arther Hines-7

Ethan Wallin-4

Mikhayla Turner-10     

Jordan Ware-2

Addyson Dooley-3

Jackson Cole-4

David Burns-7

Bailey Pearson-8

Shania Williams-3

Bradley Turner-6

Adam Hall-4

Gracie Laird-8

Isaac Bolton-10     

Trevon Rogers-5

Tristan Rogers-4

Malorie Saxon-10

Peyton Saxon-10

Caleb Lloyd-8

Macy Sides-1

Kamden Frymire-16months

Latavia Hester-10

Augustus Chisem-2

Cooper Riley-2     

Cameron Jefferies-2

Colton Chapman-6

Brianna Chapman-10

Bailey McGuire-12

Matthew Mathes-9

Curtis Scott-1

Alyssa Harris-4

Zander Dixon-7

December Dixon-3

James Herron-13    

Jacorey Funches-2

Julian Hughes-12

Nakita Box-4

Aniya Robinson-7

Tiffany Davis-16

Secoya Williams-6

Shawn Wright-4

Eldrick Wright-7

Braylon Wright-12

Keltin Blunt-3        

Jarvius Madden-11

Melvin Dulaney-5

Lamarcus Coleman-7

Bailee Patton-4

Nick Bass-2

Hannah South-10

Pablo A Mitleff-8

Grayson Franks-3

Brooklynn Black-3

Nicole Lee-9        

Mason Sherman-7

Micah Wolfe-10

Morgan Wolfe-8

Rodriquez Moore-13

Kameron Irby-10

MONUMENT

addition to the cleanup effort.
“I found a spot that wasn’t
too high and wasn’t too low
and just got to work,” she said.
“We didn’t even know there
were names on the back.”
But there was one name on
the back Williams knew quite
well.
“Everybody heard me
screaming and yelling and
they all thought I was hurt,”
she said. “And they all ran

over. Finally, I just said, ‘that’s
my Dad!’”
“Dad” was VFW Post 5225
Quartermaster Frank
Dennington, whose name was
engraved on the back of the
monument along with the
other VFWofficers at the time
of the monument’s dedication.
“I never knew his name was
on there,” a surprised
Williams said. “My Mom
passed away in July and she

never said anything to me
about it at all.”
In addition to Dennington,
the dedication lists VFW
Commander John Mac Smith
and Vice-Commander Odis
Ball. Officers of the
Crittenden County American
Legion Post 53, Commander
A.B. Carter, Vice-
Commander James A.
Johnson, and Adjutant Dayton
Sackett are also engraved.

MUNICIPAL COURT

Rainey: “You need to oil
that wheel. It’s driving me
crazy.”
A defendant who pleaded
“no loco” instead of “nolo”
as in “nolo contendere,” or
“no contest,” also got on his
nerves: “It’s not no loco.
No loco means not crazy.”
One defendant thought he
would follow up the judge’s
decision with a question of
his own: “Can I ask ...”
“Can you ask what?” said
Rainey.
“Never mind. Never
mind,” said the man, pick-
ing up a less than receptive
vibe from the bench. “I’ll
be quiet.”
One defendant claimed he
wasn’t involved in a fight
in a domestic violence
case, though he admitted
holding another man
down. Rainey pointed out:
“You were down on the
ground, unless you’re like
Stretch Armstrong and can
just stretch your arms
down there with him.”
Rainey asked a young

woman why she kept tak-
ing back her boyfriend, in
jail for the third time on a
domestic violence case.
“Listening to the ‘I’m sor-
ries,’” she said. She said
she would be taking him
back again this time.
“You’re very sick,” said a
disbelieving judge. “Either
you really get into it sexu-
ally with the beating or
you really have a deficit in
your self-esteem and
you’re codependent on
him.”
The man’s mother jumped
up to make a comment but
the judge cut her off, wav-
ing them out of his sight.
“Why did you come up
here to get drunk?” Rainey
asked a defendant from
North Mississippi.
“I was at the 8th Street
Mission and I left the mis-
sion to get drunk.”
“With all the Pentecostal
preachers in Mississippi,
you had to come up here to
go to the mission before
you went off to get

drunk?”
The man explained he was
a Baptist not a Pentecostal
and had ended up in the
mission after his frostbit-
ten feet were successfully
treated in the hospital.
“So your feet are in good
shape,” said the judge. “I
hope you’ve got a good
pair of shoes.”
“Yessir, I’ve got
Reeboks.”
The judge then explained
how he should place his
Reeboks on the pavement
for his trip back to
Mississippi.
Another man from
Mississippi who had ended
up in the local jail on a
public intoxication charge
blamed it all on walking to
the store for cigarettes. He
had been playing at
Southland, he said.
“They don’t have ciga-
rettes at the track?” asked
Judge Rainey.
“Yessir, they do but
they’re $8. I should have
spent the $8.”

ROGERS

Christian Center.
Rogers is heavily involved
in service to his community,
serves on the board of direc-
tors for Delta Enrichment
Corporation, a local service
organization, and is a gradu-
ate of Crittenden County
Leadership class. He is a
member of the West
Memphis Chamber of
Commerce and Treasurer for
Harvest of Faith Christian
Center. Rogers has partici-
pated extensively in the
political process; serving in
the office of former Sen.
Blanche Lincoln in
Washington, D.C., coordi-
nating campaign efforts as a
staff member for Gov. Mike
Beebe, and as a delegate for
Crittenden County at the
2008 and 2010 State
Convention of the Arkansas
Democratic Party.
“I will work to find practi-
cal solutions that will sup-
port our district and comple-
ment the other 99 districts,”
says Rogers. “My education
and experience has given me
a solid understanding of
state government. I know

from my own life experi-
ences that opportunity for
success begins with a good
education. People are look-
ing for serious representa-
tion, someone to be an advo-
cate for social and economic
progress, and committed to a
change. I am that change.”
Rogers outlines four areas
in which he will focus to
effectively direct change:
Education: “We must begin
to more efficiently ‘connect’
education to the economy. I
will strive to have Financial
Education courses imple-
mented into our public
schools; this will make our
state more attractive for eco-
nomic development oppor-
tunities, as well as provide
our children with tools to
become financially responsi-
ble and aware.”
Economic Development:
“MSCC has created the
workforce and the demand
for learning here, now we
need to connect with the pub-
lic and private sectors to cre-
ate, attract and keep the jobs
in the Delta. We can create a
county wide Economic

Development Commission
for the good of the district.”
Fiscal Responsibility: “In
the midst of a dire economic
climate, I will ensure efficient
use of public resources by
streamlining government
services to save money and
by leveraging funds to make
programs more functional
and conducive to the resi-
dents of the Delta.”
Social Responsibility: “We
must provide summer pro-
grams for our youth. I will
work to build a community
center to empower all resi-
dents of Crittenden County.”
“I look forward to serving
all the people of the district. I
will work hard to make sure
all the concerns of this com-
munity are heard. I would
like to thank everyone who
has supported me in my
decision,” Rogers said.
“Together we can take a new
direction by sending a fair,
independent and qualified
candidate to represent the
residents of District 54. I’m
confident that together we
can move our district, our
state forward.”

AIRPLANE

for the opening of a land-

scaping service on Missouri

Street. After a brief discus-

sion, Mayor Johnson

encouraged council mem-

bers to “drive by and have a

look” by the next council

meeting.

That meeting will be a

week later than normal,

Johnson reminded the

assembly.

“Municipal League will be

taking place the week of our

regular meeting time,”

Johnson said. The next

council meeting will be

June 23.

DAMAGE


